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Secular Franciscan Herald 

Thomas of Celano shares with us: THE MOURNING OF THE LADIES AT 
SAN DAMIANO AND HOW FRANCIS WAS BURIED  

WITH PRAISE AND GLORY 
   “His brothers and sons had assembled with the whole multitude of people 
from the neighboring cities, rejoicing to take part in such solemn rites. They 
spent that entire night of the holy father’s death in the praises of God. The 
sweet sound of jubilation and the brightness of the lights made it seem that 
angels were keeping vigil. When day was breaking, the multitude of the city of 
Assisi gathered with all the clergy. They lifted his sacred body from the place 
where he had died and carried it with great honor to the city, singing hymns and 
praises with trumpets blaring. They all took branches of olive and other trees 
and solemnly followed the funeral procession, bringing even more candles as 
they sang songs of praise in loud voices. With the sons carrying their father and 
the flock following the shepherd who was hastening to the Shepherd of them all, 
he arrived at the place where he first planted the religion and the Order of the 
consecrated virgins and Poor Ladies. They laid him out in the church of San 
Damiano, the home to those daughters he gained for the Lord. The small 
window was opened, the one used by these servants of Christ at the appointed 
time to receive the sacrament of the Lord’s body. The coffin was also opened: in 
it lay hidden the treasure of super celestial powers; in it he who had carried 
many was now carried by a few. The Lady Clare, clearly the first mother of all the 
others, the first plant of that holy Order: she comes with her daughters to see 
the father who would never again speak to them or return to them, as he was 
quickly going away. They looked upon him, groaning and weeping with great 
anguish of heart.” 
   I awakened this morning recalling how Francis asked to have the brothers sing 
the “Canticle of Creatures” to him during his last hours. There is much groaning 
today over the dying of his dearly loved earth and all who live on it. We know 
that climate change is expected to bring more frequent and severe weather, like 
hurricanes Laura and Sally, causing deaths, devastating flooding and massive 
power outages, and we’ve been warned about heat and drought, which make 
wildfires like those in the western United States affecting air quality as far away 
as the East coast and Europe. All of this happening amid the pandemic, which is 
linked to climate change. The destruction of tropical forests, which are a major 
source of greenhouse gas emissions in those countries creating conditions in 
which viruses and other pathogens can make the jump to humans. Although we 
all feel the impact of both the pandemic and climate change, they  
disproportionately affect people of color, interconnecting them as 
environmental justice issues. The economic crisis resulting from the pandemic 
will leave less funding available for combating climate change. “Climate Change 
affects our health. It affects our food and water, it affects our security, it affects 
the safety of our homes, it affects the economy, but most importantly it 
disproportionately affects the poorest and most vulnerable people in the 
world.” Katherine Hayhoe, director of Texas Tech University’s Climate Science 
Center, said during a Sept. 14 webinar organized by Interfaith Power & Light and 
Catholic Climate Covenant. 
   “For me as a Christian,” she added, “I believe not only do we have 
responsibility for every living thing on this planet, which of course includes our 
fellow humans, but I particularly believe that we are to care for those less 
fortunate than us.” When asked if she “believes” in climate change, her answer 
is “No.” Because it is not a religion, she says. “I believe in God. I don’t believe in 
climate change. I know that the climate is changing. I know that humans are 
responsible, because we’ve checked every other reason that it could be. And I 
know that the impacts are serious. And I care about it because of my faith. 
Climate change is a fact that no matter who we are, no matter what we believe, 
no matter where we live, it matters to every single one of us.” 
   We have the beauty of all creation still with us, let us like Francis, Praise God 
with all the earth and all Creatures on it! 
   Blessings and peace and together, let us enjoy the beauty of all creation and 
take the privilege of our God given responsibility to do our part in preserving it. 

Sr. Mary Ann Capizzo, OSF, S.A. 

Of Larks and Sparrows 

Francis: The Journey and the Dream by Murray Bodo 

  To be in love with Jesus was to be in love with all creatures as 

well, for Jesus had made all creatures holy. When Jesus stepped 

into the Jordan, all water became sacred. For Francis 

everything that Jesus touched was forever spiritualized. If Jesus 

died on a cross, then all wood and every tree inspired him with 

awe. If Jesus looked at the fields and birds and blessed them 

with His eyes, then every field and every bird was sister and 

brother to Francis because Jesus was his brother and Jesus was 

his friend and Lord, who shared everything He had with 

Francis. The sun was his brother, the moon was his sister, and 

both belonged to him. In fact, everything Francis saw or heard 

or felt or smelled or breathed was his, because nothing was his. 

He had fiercely rooted out of his heart all possessiveness and 

greed; and as Jesus had promised, all these things were given 

back to him, pressed down and overflowing with love. 

  Because he possessed nothing, he was possessed by all the 

free creatures of God. All of creation loved him, every bird and 

animal, and Francis knew and loved them in return, 

  Francis loved most tenderly the larks of Umbria. In 

comparison to them as they soared high in the blue skies of 

spring, he was the merest sparrow of a man. Sparrow! How 

fitting a name for himself. A poor ragged little sparrow. That 

was Francis. Feathers ruffled and frayed at the ends, brown and 

plain, perching on the balconies of Assisi, chirping his love 

songs to the poor and meek, the outcasts and beggars who do 

not need a lark to make them happy. Even he, poor sparrow of 

faded brown, could cheer the meek who seldom raised their 

eyes high enough to see a lark magnificent in its soaring and 

swooping in the clear skies of freedom. 

  But Francis loved the larks and wanted by his singing to make 

larks of all people, to lift them up and free their spirits so they 

could fly with him and all the larks above. In the blue freedom 

of God's love, even a sparrow became a lark and fantasy and 

joy made everyone's dream come true. Yet it was more than 

fantasy. It was the promises of Jesus fulfilled here and now for 

those who would dare to believe. 

  To those who left all things, Jesus promised eternal life and a 

hundredfold besides—now! Being a lark was a part of the 

hundredfold; and on a spring morning, lifting his eyes from the 

red poppies and yellow buttercups of the Umbrian valley to 

Mount Subasio in the east, Francis wondered if being a lark 

might not be the whole of it. What greater beauty and grace 

could there be? For surely a lark was the resurrected Christ on 

wings of celebration.   

  Wow! What a marvelous reading. Are you a sparrow or a 

lark?  According to Francis we are both through Christ.  

Anyway, I am looking forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday 

October 13, 2020.  It has been a long time since we have gotten 

together. In Christ's love, have a blessed October.   

Janice Rybaski, minister 
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Calendar of Events 

October 2020-month of the Holy Rosary and the 
Holy Angels 
1st-birthday-Pam Geyer 
Feast of St Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin & 
Doctor of the Church, died 1897 
2nd-Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels 
3rd birthday-Janice Rybaski 
4th-Feast of St Francis, founder of the Franciscan 
order, died 1226 
6th-Feast of St Bruno, founder of the Carthusian 
Order, died 1101 
7th-Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 
15th-Feast of St Teresa of Avila, Discalced Carmelite 
mystic & Doctor of the Church, died 1582 
16th-Feast of St Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin & 
mystic, called “Saint of the Sacred Heart”, died 1690 
20th-Feast of St Paul of the Cross, founder of the 
Passionists, died 1775 
22nd-birthday-Karen Gross 
Feast of St John Paul II, Pope, died 2005 
26th-birthday-Lorraine Burns 
28th-Feast of Sts Simon & Jude, Apostles 
November 2020-month of the Holy Souls in 
Purgatory 
1st-Feast of All Saints-Holy Day of Obligation 
2nd-Feast of All Souls 
4th-Feast of St Charles Borromeo, Bishop & Third 
Order Franciscan, died 1584 
10th-Feast of St Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor of the 
Church, died 461 
11th-Feast of St Martin of Tours, Bishop , died 397 
13th-Feast of St Frances Xavier Cabrini, virgin died 
1917 
17th-Feast of St Elizabeth of Hungary, Third Order 
Franciscan, died 1231 
21st-Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
22nd-Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe 
26th-Feast of St Leonard of Port Maurice, Priest, First 
Order Religious, died 1751, Thanksgiving Day 
30th-St Andrew, Apostle, died 1st century 

All Saints ~ All Souls 
The Feast of All Saints is a feast day of the highest 

rank in the Church, celebrated on the first of November, 
with a vigil, an octave, and a position placing it above any 
other substitute feast.  The ceremonies conducted on this 
day are designed to honor all the saints of the Church, 
those formally declared and those as yet unknown.  Pope 
Urban IV declared that All Saints was also instituted to 
make up for any omissions in the celebrations of the 
various saints’ days throughout the liturgical year.  When 
the Church was still young and growing, martyrs were 
solemnized on the anniversary of their death.  Groups of 
martyrs who died together were sometimes honored with 
joint commemorations.  In time, so many Christians were 
martyred that their individual feast days could not be 
established.  One feast day was needed to give the 
martyrs veneration.  The custom of keeping a day of 
prayer for All Saints began about 731, although this feast 
was mentioned as early as the Fifth Century.   

The Feast of All Souls, celebrated on November 
2nd, honors all of the faithful departed.  This feast was 
designed to aid the souls of the deceased that are not 
perfectly cleansed or have not fully atoned for venial sins 
committed on earth.  Prayers were offered in the early 
Church to aid these souls on their journey as early as the 
Sixth Century.   

In some countries, All Saints' Day is a public 
holiday, but All Souls' Day is not.  Consequently, people 
visit graves and conduct other All Souls' Day practices on 
All Saints Day instead. 
 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY – NOVEMBER 1ST 
Dear holy saints of God, we join our prayers of praise to 

yours this day. With you, we sing of God’s goodness, rejoice 
in God’s mercy and celebrate God’s incredible love.  Teach us 

to live as you lived-always thinking of others, always 
recognizing our weaknesses, always rejoicing in God’s gifts, 
always closely following Jesus.  Blessed are you, happy are 
you, all you holy saints of God.  Pray for us that we, too, 

may someday be among God’s Holy Ones. Amen. 

 
ALL SOULS’ DAY – NOVEMBER 2ND 

Jesus, dear Savior, on this day we prayerfully remember 

all our loved ones who have died.  Please give them 

comfort and hope and may they be at peace knowing 

that they will rest in God’s arms eternally.  Thank You for 

our memories of them and for the good times we 

shared.  We ask You, please, through their intervention 

to deepen our faith, strengthen our hope and increase 

our love that we, too, may someday stand before You, 

ready to enter Your Holy Kingdom.  Amen. 

 

Thank you, God, for the tremendous sacrifices 

made by those who have gone before us.  Bless the 

memories of your saints, dearest Lord.  May we learn 

how to walk wisely from their examples of faith, 

dedication, worship, and love. In the honor and noble 

victory of the martyrs.  Amen. 

+++Upcoming Meeting+++ 
The St Francis of Assisi Fraternity will be 
meeting on Tuesday, October 13th at St. 
Mary’s Church basement at 6pm for a 

potluck, Liturgy of the Hours, and 
elections for the council.  The council 

will be meeting at 5pm to address 
necessary business. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Souls%27_Day

